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IMPLICATIONS OF ARMED CONFLICT IN YEMEN, WAY OUTS TO 
ITS RESOLUTION AND CRISIS MANAGEMENT 

UZMA JAFFERY* 
 
BACKGROUND  

Historically, the Arab region has always been embroiled in some problems. The countries 
such as Saudi Arabia, Iraq, and Syria are dominated by the Sunni Sect of Islam; Iran is 
predominantly a Shia nation and Yemen is divided into both the Sunni and Shia sects. On the 
other hand, Israel is a Jewish country. The ongoing civil war in Yemen is the result of the failure 
of a transitional government led by the president Abdullah Al Saleh and buttressed by the both 
Saudi Arabia and the West. The government could not meet the gubernatorial requirements of 
the Houthi Shias resulting in the protest and capturing of the capital city with other towns. The 
Houthis are acquiescently backed by Iran despite the unprecedented sanctions imposed by the 
United States and other countries to censure Iran and prevent its further progress in her uranium 
enrichment program. The rising power of Iran has tensed the other Middle East countries such as 
Saudi Arabia, Israel and Egypt. In utter frustration, they all, in coalition, have launched a series 
of aerial and naval invasions on Yemen. Unfortunately, this cold-blooded intervention 
spearheaded by Saudi Arabia is not condemned by any great power specially the US for restoring 
the rule of the deposed Abdullah Al Saleh.  
 
IMPLICATIONS  

First, Yemen is undoubtedly another victim of Shia-Sunni conflict. Iran, which is very 
near to a landmark nuclear deal with the West, is giving sleepless nights to the rulers of Saudi 
Arabia, Jordan and Israel. Current conflict is an Anti-Iranian one, it is in interest of all nations 
which are against ideological influence of Iran in Gulf, including US, and Israel in Middle East. 
Attack on foreign territory without the formal approval or resolution in UN decreases the trust in 
international institutions.  

Second, rise in oil prices due to the state-state conflagration in Yemen by the shutting 
down of Aden port and Gulf of Aden is an egg in the intervening Arab countries’ beer. Any 
blockade in Gulf of Aden is critical since major share of world's energy needs transit through this 
region. Moreover, considering yearlong downward trend in crude oil prices, the dramatic surge 
in oil prices caused by the ongoing conflict is in the interest of oil producing states especially 
Saudi Arabia, which would further facilitate intensification of crisis in Yemen. It will fan the 
flames of fundamentalism and other sectarian forces of the world into the bargain.  
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Third, the US-Iran Nuclear deal may also become critical. Since Iran is an ally of the 
Houthi fighters in Yemen, such abominable use of force against Yemen may wreak a greater 
havoc post US-Iran covenant which is believed to end sanctions to Iran. Even in the past and 
status quo, Iran, a sanctioned regime, was sympathetic to Yemen. In the light of recent events, 
Iran will quickly react and hardly any deal can lure her not to interfere. However, the nuclear 
program of Iran is a very contentious geopolitical issue and a major concern for the US, Israel 
and Saudi Arabia in particular. Such sectarian violence appears now as a zero sum game. 
Furthermore, to maintain stability and peace in the region such steps are regressive and should be 
avoided.  

Fourth, the ongoing war will not only escalate instability in the already disturbed Middle 
East but also have serious consequences on several countries of the world. Reminding India’s 
BOP crisis of 1991 which resulted partly due to the Gulf War, for instance.  

Finally, the air strikes by the Saudis and the G7 alliance may lead to Iran pursing more 
arms and money to the rebels, thereby tunneling the proxy wars.  
 
THE WAY OUT  
The following suggestions can somewhat help to diffuse tensions and handle these grave 
circumstances:  
► Bringing all sectarian groups for negotiations under the aegis of UN or by countries like 
Russia and US due to their proximity two different groups of countries.  
► Decentralized administration under the aegis of the UN in the failed states like Yemen, Iraq 
etc. so that sectarian groups get their rights to self-determination.  
► Secessionist tendencies may be dealt with iron fist and UN sanctions may be imposed against 
those groups with provisions for freezing of source of income like oil-mines and cultivation.  
► Providing economic and political opportunities to all the groups in their respective provinces 
and in the central legislature proportionality.  
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